W593/2.20/9  R382 


FRANKLIN  & MARSHALL 
COLLEGE  LIBRARY 


Sub-Committee  Report 

on 

RELIGION 


Pennstjivania  Governor  s Conference  on  Aging 
September  13  - 14,  1960  Harrisburg,  Penna. 


SUBCOMITTEE  ON  RELIGION 


Chairman? 


Staff  Consultant; 


The  Reverend  Dr,  Jesse  D.  Reber 
The  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Church 
2[j.03  North  Front  Street 
Harrisburg^  Pennsylvania 

Sister  Betty  Amstutz 
The  Central  Pennsylvania  Synod 
of  the  United  Lutheran  Church 
in  America 

2600  North  Third  Street 
Harrisburg^  Pennsylvania 


GOVERNOR'S  WHITE  HOUSE  CONEEREKCE  COMMITTEE  ON  .^GING 


Smrimary  of  Count3^  Reports  for  the  Topical  Area  on  Religion 


Introductory  Statement 

Religion  is  relevant  to  persons  of  all  ages  and  conditions  of  life, 
to  the  poor  and  the  rich,  to  men  and  women,  to  children  and  adults.  As 
individuals  permit  religion  to  become  a part  of  their  everyday  lives  and 
activities  there  is  opportunity  given  and  a need  experienced  to  deepen 
and  intensify  the  understanding  of  the  lasting  values  of  life. 


Changing  social  patterns  make  it  necessary  for  the  Church  and  Syna- 
gogue to  review  their  charitable  endeavors  with  the  purpose  of  keeping 
these  services  consistent  with  the  most  enlightened  developments  of  the 
day.  The  Church  and  Synagogue  must  meet  the  needs  of  older  people  through 
congregational  programs,  through  agencies  and  institutions,  through  sup- 
porting these  services  to  the  fullest,  as  well  as  through  alerting  and 
stimulating  the  community  and  government  to  assume  their  responsibilities 
to  the  aging. 


Motivation  for  services  by  older  people  and  services  with  them  was 
deemed  important  bj'-  the  subcommittee  and  many  county  committees.  This 
basic  philosophy  seemed  to  be  set  forth  in  a suggested  charter  as  follows: 


A » 


It  is  the  privilege  of  the  older  rerson 


1.  to  be  a witness  for  God  in: 

a.  soundness  of  faith,  love  and  patience; 

b.  sharing  that  which  is  good; 

c.  behavior  as  becomes  a mature  follower  of  God. 

2.  to  be  active  and  alert  in: 

a.  finding  and  cultivating  friends; 

b.  developing  interests  and  skills; 

c.  serving  neighbors  and  community; 

d.  adapting  to  new  conditions  and  circumstances; 

e.  recognizing  his  worth  and  usefulness  as  a child  of  God. 


B.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Church  and  Synagogue 


1.  to  assure  the  older  person  of  the  opportunity  to: 

a.  liye  in  dignity  as  a child  of  God; 

b.  worship  God  with  full  and  complete  access  to  the  symbols 
and  rites  of  the  faith; 

c.  participate  in  regular  and  special  actiyities  as  a member 
of  the  congregation. 


2.  to  guide  the  family  in  its  religious  duty  of  honoring  the  older 
person  by: 

a.  encouraging  maximum  self-determination; 

b.  assuring  priyacy  of  person  and  thought; 

c.  fostering  skills  and  abilities. 

3.  to  stimulate  the  community  to  accept  its  share  in  the  responsi- 
bility of  proyiding  for  the  aging  through: 

a.  employment,  based  on  ability; 
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b.  housing,  suited  to  the  needs  of  older  people; 

c.  education  and  recreation,  releasing  their  potentials  for  growrh; 

d.  health  care,  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  human  dignity, 

e.  a basic  income,  assuring  them  decent  living  standards; 

f.  to  provide  a strengthened  religious  corrmunitj^-  for  services  with 
older  persons. 

II  Needs  of  the  Aging  - most  pressing  and  important  in  area  of  religion 

A.  Friendly  visits  as  well  as  spiritual  visits  from  clergy  and  lay  people 
of  the  congregation 

B.  Understanding  of  the  people  as  individuals  not  as  a miass  by  the  clergy 
and  lay  persons  of  the  congregations  and  communit}^. 

C.  Seeking  ways  whereby  older  persons  will  continue  to  feel  that  the}'- 
have  a vital  role  to  play  in  the  home,  congregation  and  community. 

D.  To  have  religion  help  the  individual  older  person  to  accept  the  in- 
evitable losses  of  old  age,  face  impending  death,  find  meaningfulness 
in  life  and  contribute  to  continued  growth  in  usefulness. 

E.  To  have  most  of  the  clergy  recognize  that  the  preaching  and  sacramental 
life  of  the  congregation  contribute  greatly  to  developing  a wholesome, 
understanding  attitude  toward  the  process  of  aging. 

F.  To  have  a basic  philosophy  develop  in  Society  as  a whole  that  there  is 
need  to  do  away  with  arbitrary  classification  by  age  groups,  rill  age 
groups  should  do  things  together.  \7e  should  do  more  things  wdth  old- 
sters and  not  for  them.  Older  folks  want  to  be  Wanted,  I deeded,  and 
Used . 

G.  To  have  clergymen  and  lay  members  understand  that  older  people  need 
counseling  just  as  any  other  person  does,  V/illingness  and  skill  in 
this  field  of  service  is  vital. 

M.  As  long  as  possible  the  aged  should  remain  in  their  own  homes  and 

should  in  all  cases  be  as  near  to  other  members  of  the  family  as  pos- 
sible. Some  helps  in  their  ovm  homes  may  make  this  possible.  These 
are  not  currently  available. 

I.  The  aged  should  be  encouraged  to  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the 
family  or  group  to  the  extent  of  their  ability.  It  is  the  duty  of 
other  members  to  plan  with  this  end  in  mind  - *'Not  service  for  the 
aged  but  with  the  aged.” 

J.  There  is  need  for  an  approach  and  ministry  to  non-members  by  the 
congregations . 

III  Areas  of  religious  need  being  met 

A.  For  older  person  as  individuals 

1.  Clergymen  are  willing  to  be  of  help  if  they  are  asked. 

2.  Local  churches  and  synagogues  minister  through  regular  worship 
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services,  church  school  classes,  and  general  congregational  meet- 
ings. Clergymen  attempt  to  call  as  frequently  as  possible  in  the 
homes  of  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  services  and  encourage  lay 
visits  to  the  homebound.  Newsletters  and  other  publications  help 
keep  them  informed  and  involved  in  the  congregation. 

3.  Ambulatory  older  persons  usually  seem  to  attend  regular  worship 
services  and  are  self-reliant.  In  man}^  situations  where  they 
assume  offices  and  responsibilities  they  do  a good  job.  They  are 
encouraged  in  some  congregations. 

4.  Places  of  worship  seem  to  be  available  in  nearly  all  areas. 

5.  Religious  programs  are  available  through  radio  and  television. 

6.  Some  places  of  worship  have  aids  available  for  persons  v\rith  special 
needs  — hearing  aids,  railings,  ramps,  books  in  familiar  language, 
etc . 

7.  Transportation  can  be  provided  if  the  need  for  it  is  made  known. 

8.  Personal  devotional  materials  are  available. 

9.  Special  worship  services  (usually  Holy  Comimunion)  are  sometimes  held 
for  infirm  or  handicapped  persons. 

10.  Social  as  well  as  religious  activities  and  groups  are  available  to 
older  persons  where  they  have  opportunity  to  be  active  not  passive 
members  of  the  groups . 

B.  By  the  family  of  older  persons 

1,  In  limited  areas  there  is  a conscious  effort  by  clergymen  to  give 
families  opportunities  to  learn  I'espect  and  a sense  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  aging. 

2,  Some  few  attempts  are  made  by  clergymen  to  impress  upon  children 
their  duties  in  respect  to  the  care  of  aged  parents  even  though 
this  calls  for  personal  sacrifice  if  they  are  physically  and 
financially  able  to  do  so. 

C.  By  the  congregation  and  coirjnunity  when  there  are  older  persons 

1.  In  many  places  participation  by  older  people  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation  and  the  ministry  to  older  people  by  the  congregation  are 
both  fully  integrated  with  the  general  activity  and  general  ministry 
of  the  congregation. 

2.  Being  aware  of  their  responsibilities  to  senior  members  and  ai'e 
endeavoring  to  discharge  the  same  through:  lay  and  clergy  visits" 
occasional  special  services  of  worship;  transportation;  personal 
devotional  materials;  special  physical  aids  — ramps,  hearing  aids, 
etc . 

3.  Home  department  provision  of  Sunday  School  literature,  other  church 
information,  devotional  materials  to  the  home  bound  on  a quarterly 
basis . 
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4,  Seme  congregations  help  to  sponsor  corrmunity  groups  for  older 
persons  when  there  are  opportunities  for  fellowship  and  service 

5o  Counseling  of  older  members  is  a service  of  the  clergyman.  In 

some  areas  the  clergy  has  knov/ledge  of  available  resources  and  often 
make  referrals  to  the  proper  agency  if  there  is  one  available. 

6.  There  is  some  professional  casev/ork  service  available  under  the 
sponsorship  of  religious  groups  in  certain  areas. 

7.  Hospital  visits  are  a part  of  the  clergyman’s  responsibility  to 
members  of  the  congregation. 

8.  Some  hospitals  keep  a record  of  religious  affiliation  of  patients 
which  are  used  by  recognized  clergymen  of  the  comjnunity  in  a chap- 
lanicy^  program.  Regular  chaplaincy  service  in  general  hospitals 
was  found  to  be  available  through  a few  denominations. 

9.  There  are  some  plans  that  provide  visits  to  members  in  institutions 
by  clergymen  and  lay  persons  who  sometimes  use  tape  recordings  of 
congregational  worship  services, 

10,  A spiritual  ministry  and  counseling  services  are  provided  to  county 
homes,  hospitals,  other  institutions,  nursing  homes,  etc.,  in  m.any 
parts  of  the  Comjtonwealth  by  the  major  faith  groups. 

Areas  of  religious  need  not  being  met 
A.  For  older  persons  as  individuals 

1.  Friendly  visiting  to  older  persons  in  their  own  homes,  institu- 
tions, etc.,  by  lay  people  of  the  congregation  to  overcome  loneli- 
ness . 

2.  Participation  in  the  total  life  of  the  congregation  is  not  being 
encouraged  to  the  fullest  by:  visiting  others;  worship;  repair  of 
equipment  or  property  of  the  congregation”  office  work,  baby^  sit- 
ting; prayer  fellowships,  telephoning,  preparing  mailings,  etc. 

There  can  be  service  by  the  homebound  also  if  it  is  planned. 

3.  Developing  wholesome  attitudes  tox\rard  later  life  and  retirement 
through  counseling,  serm.ons  or  group  activities. 

4.  Time  and  type  of  local  worship  services  and  experiences  are  not 
planned  X\^ith  older  people  in  mind.  Some  of  the  current  topics  and 
approaches  are  not  of  personal  interest  or  help  to  the  older  people. 

5.  At  times  some  people  desire  to  control  x/ithout  active  participation 
in  local  congregations. 

6.  lack  of  counseling  service  undoubtedly  lies  in  the  fact  that  this 
is  a difficult,  highly  specialized  field  and  evidently  not  too 
many  pastors  feel  qualified  to  enter  it.  Thus  m.any  older  persons 
receive  no  help. 

7.  Some  older  persons  hesitate  to  ask  for  help  from  clergy  or  social 
xTOrkers,  if  they  are  available,  since  this  may  indicate  a x\reakness 
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or  inability  in  themselves. 

At  times  an  individual  or  his  family  may  fail  to  notify  the  clergj^- 
man  of  their  choice  concerning  illness,  hospitalization,  special 
need,  death,  loneliness,  etc. 

9.  Transportation  for  those  Vi^ho  are  able  to  travel  to  \vorship  and 
activities  of  the  congregation. 

10.  Special  aids  — ramps,  railings,  hearing  aids,  convenient  toilet 
facilities,  etc.,  in  local  congregations. 

B.  3y  the  famil}^  of  older  persons 

1.  Concern  for  the  real  possibility  that  something  is  amiss  in  our 
moral  fibre  and  attitude  toward  elder  citizens  when  even  some  church- 
es think  that  the  thing  to  do  always  is  to  have  older  persons  sepa- 
rated from  their  children  and  children‘s s families. 

2.  Efforts  to  meet  the  need  of  the  individual  v/ithin  the  family  is 
often  lost.  There  is  danger  in  generalizations  or  pat  answers  for 
all  persons . 

3.  Lack  of  a sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  children  for  care 
of  elders  was  noted. 

C.  By  the  congregation  and  communitj^  where  there  are  older  persons 

1.  Fellov/ship  groups  or  free  time  programs  are  not  being  sponsored  or 
encouraged  in  some  areas  where  they  could  be  helpful  as  a way  of 
encouraging  activities  that  older  persons  could  plan  for  themselves. 

2.  Lack  of  availability  of  a community  information  service  where  the 
aging  can  turn  to  get  information  — Social  Security,  state  services, 
tax,  insurance,  employment,  personal  problems. 

3.  Ministry  in  the  county  institutions  and  nursing  homes  is  often  over- 
looked . 

4.  Individuals  in  state  or  county  institutions  for  extended  periods  of 
time  are  often  forgotten  by  local  congregations  and  individuals. 

5.  In  many  communities  there  is  no  casework  service  available  to  accept 
referrals . 

6.  Regular  xrorship  services  in  nursing  homes  are  not  arranged. 

7.  Religious  leaders  must  recognize  the  importance  of  xvorking  x/ith  and 
not  doing  for  older  people  and  realize  the  need  of  maintaining  the 
intrinsic  xrorth  of  the  indix^idual. 

8.  There  is  no  printed  material  or  leadership  available  on  the  congre- 
gational level  to  meet  the  needs  of  many  aging. 

. Homemaker  needs  by  some  older  persons  are  not  being  met. 
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10.  There  x\ras  real  doubt  as  to  box/  far  congregations  x/ere  reaching  be- 
yond the  members  of  the  congregation.  Are  they  concerned  about  non- 
members? 

11.  Residence  centers  for  older  persons  and  the  general  public  have  not 
become  very  ax'/are  of  the  needs  to  serve  be3’'ond  the  confines  of  the 
institution  through  community  programs  for  persons  in  their  oxvn 
homes  or  rooms . 

12.  Personal  devotional  materials  pertinent  to  the  problems  of  the  aged 
and  easily  used  by  them  are  not  readily  available. 

V County  recommendations  for  action 

A.  For  older  persons  as  individuals 

1.  Continue  to  be  helpful  and  participate  in  the  religious  community 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  through  xi^orship  and  service. 

2.  Should  use  the  religious  resources  available  to  be  able  to  face 
loss  of  loved  ones,  poor  health,  death,  more  limited  finances,  etc. 
At  times  there  is  real  value  in  talking  x^rith  the  clergyman  or  other 
counselor  concerning  feelings  and  problems. 

B.  For  the  families  of  older  persons 

1.  Develop  an  understanding  and  an  appreciation  of  the  older  members 
of  the  family. 

2.  Permit  the  elder  person  to  participate  in  everyday  life  and  plans 
to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

3.  Accept  the  guidance  of  the  church  or  synagogue  in  the  sense  of 
honor  and  responsibility  for  older  persons.  This  includes  privacy 
of  person  and  thought  and  helping  them  by  fostering  their  skills 
and  abilities. 

4.  That  families  need  to  assure  older  persons  of  their  love. 

5.  That  families  and  persons  in  contact  x^^ith  the  aging  practice 
patience  in  xvork  and  action  even  xs^hen  it  seems  most  difficult. 

C.  By  the  congregations  and  community  xvhen  there  are  older  persons 

1.  The  friendly  visiting  program.be  emphasized  and  expanded  to  mem- 
bers and  non-members  of  the  congregation  x^?herever  they  reside. 

2.  That  aging  members  continue  to  be  given  the  opportunity  and  en- 
couragement to  use  their  experience  and  knoxvledge  for  the  benefit 
of  all.  It  helps  to  keep  them  informed  in  nex\rsletters , etc. 

This  can  be  done  by  having  them  participate  in  groups,  in  person, 
by  phone,  letter,  prayer,  office  x\rork,  tape  recordings  of  Vv'orship 
services,  etc.,  xv^ithin  their  ability. 

3.  Make  available  pertinent  personal  devotional  materials  x/ith  large 
print,  talking  books,  x\fritings  in  the  language  of  older  person 

to  meet  the  individual  need,  or  dial  devotions  (a  telephone 
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recordings ) . The  home  department  of  the  congregation  can 
distribute  this  material  and  be  of  real  personal  service. 

4.  That  a plan  for  transportation  to  worship  and  activities  be 
arranged  b)^  the  congregation  for  those  who  could  benefit  from 
it.  People  in  their  own  homes  or  institutions  who  are  able 
could  thus  be  helped.  Requests  can  be  received  but  persons  can 
be  sought  out  if  this  service  were  made  available.  Many  older 
people  hate  to  feel  that  they  are  a burden  to  anyone.  Congre- 
gations could  help  with  transportation  to  comjnunity  activities, 
trips  to  medical  care,  shopping,  if  this  help  is  not  currently 
available  to  individuals 

5.  Provide  for  training  of  volunteers  and  families  on  the  meaning 
of  aging,  how  to  use  resources,  how  to  help  other  persons,  etc., 
in  congregational  and  comjnunity  setting. 

6.  Regular  provision  be  made  for  offering  spiritual  help  to  older 
persons  in  county  homes,  all  types  of  hospitals,  nursing  homes, 
etc.,  on  an  individual  basis  as  \\rell  as  group  worship  for  those 
unable  to  attend  services  in  the  community.  This  may  be  done 
through  contact  chaplains  notifying  the  clergyman  of  the  indi- 
vidual by  phone  or  post  card  depending  on  the  situation.  The 
administration  of  a home  might  be  willing  to  notify  the  clergy- 
man of  a patient  of  his  net;  residence. 

7.  Further  developing  and  strengthening  of  religious  radio  and  tele- 
vision programs  to  better  meet  the  needs  of  older  people. 

8.  Development  of  day  centers  (Drop-in-Centers)  with  facilities  for 
reading,  discussion  groups,  fellowship,  study  recreation,  warm 
meal,  talking,  etc.,  in  church  buildings  or  another  comjmunity 
resource.  This  facility  should  be  available  to  all  older  persons 
of  the  comimunity. 

9.  Education  or  giving  opportunity  for  all  adults  and  children  to 
experience  and  see  the  meaning  of  the  value  of  each  other  indi- 
vidual. an  appreciation  for  the  worth  of  older  persons  and 
their  needs  is  involved.  This  is  a way  of  preparing  people  for 
the  aging  process.  Such  an  attitude  can  be  influenced  by  litera- 
ture, spoken  word,  service  to  others,  friendliness,  etc. 

10.  Information  concerning  available  comjnunity  and  religious  resources 
should  be  available  through  the  clergy  and  lay  people  of  the  con- 
gregation and  the  comjnunity.  Agencies,  libraries,  educational 
services,  recreational  programs,  social  workers  and  congregations 
need  to  plan  how  they  can  make  known  their  services  and  resources. 
Public  relations  is  a vital  part  of  such  a program.  There  needs 
to  be  a good  working  relationship  among  all  persons  concerned. 

11.  Provide  casework  services  for  older  persons  and  their  families 
through  religious  body  sponsorship  or  as  a community  service, 

12.  Develop  an  attitude  of  seeking  to  provide  and  willingness  to 
support  services  to  persons  in  their  own  homes  such  as  homemaker 
service,  home  nursing,  vcarm  meals.  The  support  can  be  based 
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partly  on  the  ability  to  paj^  by  the  individual , Congregations 
can  well  take  the  lead  in  these  things  and  even  provide  such 
help  in  emergency  situations  on  a voluntary  basis.  This  service 
is  needed  by  members  and  non-members . 

13.  Lay  people  need  to  work  v/ith  the  clerg^^m.an  in  each  congregation 
in  order  to  encourage  and  serve  with  older  members.  sugges- 
tion was  to  have  a Standing  Corrjnittee  on  Senior  Church  Members. 
They  might  be  able  to  help  in  a family  assignment  to  another 
family  for  mutual  felloxvship  and  service. 

14.  In  affairs  of  the  congregation  it  is  better  to  integrate  senior 
members  into  existing  groups  and  organizations  rather  than  alv/ays 
to  isolate  them  in  special  programs  of  their  own. 

15.  Providing  special  aids  in  places  of  worship  can  be  helpful. 

These  could  include  ramps ^ hand  grips ^ elevators,  hearing  aids, 
convenient  toilet  facilities,  etc. 

16.  A permanent  committee  on  the  aging  in  the  comm.unity  to  correlate 
and  encourage  work  with  older  persons  . The  corrjnittee  should  be 
made  up  of  citizens,  older  people  and  professional  persons  know- 
ing the  needs  and  services  available. 

17.  Guidance  should  be  available  to  older  people  on  where  the3^  can 
find  places  and  ways  to  use  their  talents,  Volunteer  Bureau 
could  be  helpful. 

18.  A plan  n/ithin  congregational  or  community  settings  could  be  worked 
out  for  invalid- s itters . This  kind  of  volunteer  service  could 
enable  a spouse,  child,  brother,  sister,  to  have  occasional  relief 
from  2^'— hour  duty  to  attend  church  services,  do  errands,  go  shop- 
ping or  visit  with  friends . 

19.  Special  groups  ma}^  be  needed  b}^  older  people  in  some  areas  for 
fellowship  and  activity.  These  would  include  Golden  Age  Clubs 
(or  an}^  similar  name) . Congregations  could  well  sponsor  such 
groups  but  they  should  be  open  to  any  person  in  the  area  who 
wanted  to  participate.  There  should  be  meaningful  activity  not 
mere  ’’business.'* 

20.  That  materials  such  as  the  Background  Paper  on  Ileligion  and  -'*ging 
prepared  by  the  National  Coirjnittee  on  ileligion  and  -^.ging  be  made 
available  to  religious  groups,  and  that  the]^  be  encouraged  to 
study  the  problems  of  older  people,  both  within  their  own  groups 
and  in  cooperative  effort.  In  this  way  congregations  may  become 
aware  and  concerned  about  the  life  of  the  aged. 

21.  Make  possible  visits  betv/een  aging  persons  by  providing  transpor- 
tation when  needed.  Since  friendships  between  older  people  cross 
denominational  lines,  this  program  should  be  interdenomiinational 
in  character.  Tven  if  it  is  carried  on  by  only  one  church,  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  involve  all  of  the  aging  in  the  comjnunity. 

22.  That  the  denominations  develop  a literature  program  which  would 
help  people  at  an  earlier  age  to  prepare  for  their  own  old  age 
and  xvould  help  older  people  to  understand  and  accept  old  age. 
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This  could  be  done  by  groups  such  as  the  national  Council  of 
Churches"  National  Council  of  Christians  and  Jev;s  I'ational 
Catholic  V/elfare  Conference”  Sj^nagogue  Council  of  America. 

23.  That  all  support  be  given  to  coirjnunitj^  groups  and  agencies 
studying  and  working  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  aging  among  us, 
and  that,  whether  by  denominations  on  an  area-i’/ide  basis,  or 
locally  by  cooperative  action  of  religious  groups,  or  both, 
the  total  welfare  of  older  persons  as  individuals  of  value, 
v/ith  particular  problems,  shall  be  given  the  wholehearted 
attention  that  it  deserves. 

24.  The  church  should  guide  the  familj^  in  its  religious  duty  to 
honor  the  older  person  bj^  encouraging  maximum  self-determina- 
tion, by  assuring  privacy  of  person  and  thought  and  by  fostering 
skills  and  abilities . 

25.  Citizens  today  need  to  realize  that  the  aging  had  a part  in 
building  this  country  and  they  are  deserving  of  appreciation. 

VI  Subcommittee  recommendations 

--i.  The  religious  groups — churches,  parishes,  synagogues — must  more  com- 
pletely and  effectively  relate  to  other  community,  county,  state  and 
national  agencies  in  the  concern  for  older  people. 

1.  Participation  in  an  established  local  council  of  social  agencies 
or  helping  to  organize  one  can  be  an  important  service  of  the 
people.  Saving  both  energy  and  money  is  realized.  Better  services 
can  be  given  through  a total  community  plan  to  meet  needs . In 
areas  where  a council  is  not  practical  a working  relationship  is 
helpful , 

2.  Clergymen  who  have  opportunity  for  the  early  detection  of  a pos- 
sible serious  problem  may  be  able  to  help  most  by  m.aking  a 
positive  referral  for  counsel  and  possible  rehabilitation  to  an 
agency  that  is  available. 

3.  Agencies  may  need  to  interpret  their  availability,  services  and 
willingness  to  work  with  the  clergymen  in  an  area.  Learning  to 
know  the  workers  in  the  other  group  can  no  doubt  be  mutually 
helpful  for  total  services  in  a community  for  the  welfare  of 
individuals  with  special  needs. 

B.  V/hen  certain  basic  services  are  not  available  in  an  area,  the  reli- 
gious groups,  as  well  as  individuals  from  the  congregations,  should 
take  steps  to  establish  certain  agencies  or  others  expanded  to  give 
these  needed  services.  This  implies  a willingness  to  give  financial 
support  as  well  as  personal  involvement  in  development  of  the  service 
and  use  of  the  resource  when  it  is  needed  and  becomes  available. 

C.  Both  clergymen  and  qualified  lay  persons  need  to  prepare  themselves 
to  counsel  with  and  relate  to  older  persons  in  helpful  service. 

D.  There  is  danger  if  religious  programs  and  groups  in  congregations 
become  complete!]^  segmented  by  age  groups. 
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The  attention  of  organized  congregations  should  be  called  to  the  all 
too  coFOTiOn  assumption  that  older  persons  are  poor  prospects  for  mem- 
bership. The  non-members  m.ay  also  have  need  of  the  spiritual  re- 
sources of  the  religious  group.  The  right  of  choice  on  the  part  of 
the  individual  must  be  honored  but  he  needs  to  knov/  that  he  is  welcome 
and  needed  in  the  religious  comimunity. 

F.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  an  educational  program  through  the 
congregation  on  the  need  for  trained  social  workers  as  well  as  other 
service  professions.  Guiding  individuals  to  seek  training  in  these 
areas  may  be  most  valuable  in  the  long  range  program  of  service  ^vdtli 
older  persons , 

G.  Congregations  and  church  bodies  should  keep  before  individuals  and 
society  as  a whole,  the  fact  that  religion  is  a vital  part  of  all  of 
life.  It  should  not  be  kept  as  an  isolated  experience. 

H.  There  should  be  a willingness  on  the  part  of  the  congregation — lay 
and  clergy — to  focus  on  meeting  the  needs  of  people  rather  than 
expecting  individuals  to  always  accept  what  someone  else  thinks  they 
need.  There  must  be  a keen  awareness  and  a certain  flexible  approach 
on  the  part  of  leaders  in  order  that  older  people  m.ay  experience  the 
community  of  faith. 

yil  Recommendations  for  further  study 

A,  oome  congregations  m.ay  be  able  to  benefit  from  help  in  evaluating  the 
religious  teachings  concerning  aging  and  honor  of  parents  and  the 
everyday  practice  of  individuals. 

1.  Practical  suggestions  and  sharing  experiences  of  hov/  it  has  been 
done,  even  in  small  ways,  can  stimulate  others.  In  planning  pro- 
grams for  meetings  of  clergymen  or  lay  groups  suggestions  could 
be  made  from  this  State  Conference  for  focus  on  "the  how"  of  a 
topic  area.  There  are  organized  groups  such  as  congregations, 
local  ministerial  associations,  lay  men  and  women,  etc.,  which 
could  begin  a change  in  total  community  attitude.  Some  help  may 
be  available  from  the  denominational  headquarters. 

2.  Clergymen  and  local  congregations  should  continue  to  put  emphasis 
on  the  importance  of  being  a good  parent  and  that  being  a good 
parent  merits  honor  not  only  from  the  child,  but  also  from  the 
entire  community,  a focus  on  strengthening  family  life  is  very 
much  needed  today,  adequate  concern  from  this  approach  v/ould  no 
doubt  help  to  control  some  of  the  possible  problems  of  the  aging 
in  the  future. 

3.  Demonstration  training  programs  for  laj^  visiting  b}^  congregations  is 
needed,  a method  for  sharing  content  and  procedure  would  be  valuable. 
Church  bodies,  councils  of  churches,  laj^  groups  for  men  and  women, 
clergymen's  organizations  might  do  this.  Gome  method  of  knowing  what 
the  other  faith  groups  are  doing  might  be  helpful.  lere  "the  how"  is 
not  clear.  Gome  of  this  communication  was  at  least  started  through 
the  county  committees.  Hov/  could  it  be  encouraged,  expanded  and 
strengthened? 
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c. 

Many  individuals  in  the  state  participated  and  seem  to  be  m.ore  aware 
of  the  role  and  responsibility  of  religion  in  the  aging  process. 
Keeping  them  informed,  encouraged  and  alert  in  the  years  ahead  \;ill 
be  the  responsibility  of  the  leaders  in  religion  as  well  as  persons 
familiar  with  other  parts  of  everyday  life. 

8/19/60 
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